
HHooww  mmaannyy  NNeeww  HHaammppsshhiirree  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  sseenniioorrss
ppllaann  ttoo  aatttteenndd  ccoolllleeggee??

• 80% of public school seniors reported applying for
admission to a postsecondary education institution, up
from a low of 73% in 2003. 97% of private school seniors
reported applying for admission.  

• 82% of public school seniors reported that they plan to
pursue postsecondary education in the fall, up from a
low of 77% in 2003.

Of those, 72% plan to attend a four-year college
and 11% plan to attend a two-year college. An
additional 11% plan to attend a two-year college
and transfer to a four-year college.  

• 95% of private school seniors reported that they plan to
pursue postsecondary education in the fall.  

AArree  sseenniioorrss  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  ssttaayy  iinn  NNeeww  HHaammppsshhiirree
ffoorr  ccoolllleeggee??

• The percentage of public school seniors planning to stay
in the state for college increased from 47% to 53% over
the six years of the survey. By comparison, 85% of private
school seniors planned to go out of state for college, up
from 74% in 2003.

• Public school seniors who reported planning to attend a
Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH)
campus increased from 10% in 2002 to 16% in 2007.  

• 2007 was the first year that more public school students
planned to attend a CCSNH campus in the fall (16%)
than the University of New Hampshire (13%). 

• The percentage of private school seniors planning to
attend the University of New Hampshire fell from 16% in
2006 to 8% in 2007.

• The top reasons cited by education-bound seniors as
the most important for choosing the school they

planned to attend have been consistent since 2002: the
school offers the best education in the seniors’ field of
study; it is affordable; and it has a good academic
reputation.

HHooww  pprreeppaarreedd  aarree  sseenniioorrss  ffoorr  ccoolllleeggee??

• 61% of education-bound public school seniors took four
years of science, but only 31% of seniors not planning to
attend college in the fall took four years.

• Of those public school seniors planning to attend
college in the fall, 71% took four years of math. Among
private school education-bound seniors, 93% took four
years of math.

• 72% of public education-bound seniors and 66% of
private education-bound seniors expressed concern
about their ability to finance their college education.
28% of public and 34% of education-bound private
school seniors said they had no concern and were
confident they would have sufficient funds to finance
their education.

WWhhaatt  aarree  sseenniioorrss  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  ssttuuddyy  iinn  ccoolllleeggee??

• Male public school seniors were most likely to prefer
business, engineering, and computers and information
technology as their likely major.

• Female public school seniors were most likely to plan to
study health professions, business, education, and
biology and life sciences.  

• Majors in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) areas have not shown any rise in
popularity over the six years. 

• Among public school students planning to attend a two-
year postsecondary education institution in the fall, the
percentage of females planning to major in a health
profession field rose from 17% in 2002 to 26% in 2007, an
increase of 9% over the six years.  
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Executive Summary

The NHHEAF Network Organizations 

Since 2002, over 40,000 high school seniors have completed Measuring Aspirations and Participation. This annual survey
sponsored by the NHHEAF Network Organizations captures information about seniors’ postsecondary education and career

plans, as well as their perception of the education they received in high school.
In 2007, the response rate for student participation in the survey was 64% (7,472 seniors completed and returned surveys out of
a possible 10,743 seniors at participating high schools.) Seniors at 51 public and 3 private schools participated in the survey.  
Schools were given the option of administering the survey by either distributing paper survey forms or arranging for their
students to complete the survey online. 574 students at 7 schools took advantage of the online survey.
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WWhheenn  ddoo  sseenniioorrss  ddeecciiddee  wwhheetthheerr  oorr  nnoott  ttoo
ccoonnttiinnuuee  tthheeiirr  eedduuccaattiioonn??

• 62% of public school seniors reported deciding to
continue their education in sixth grade or earlier, or that
they had always known they would continue their
education. 88% of private school seniors reported
deciding to continue their education in sixth grade or
earlier, or that they had always known they would
continue their education.  

• The top five sources for career and postsecondary
education information were: high school guidance
counselor (81%), high school teachers (67%), parents
(61%), friends or relatives (55%), and colleges (54%). 

HHooww  ddoo  ppaarreennttss  iinnfflluueennccee  sseenniioorrss’’  ddeecciissiioonnss??

• The percentage of public school seniors who reported
that their parents want them to attend a four-year
college rose from 56% in 2002 to 65% in 2007.  The
percentage who reported that their parents want them
to attend a two-year college was consistently between
7% and 8% over the six-year period.

• Among private school seniors, the percentage who
reported that their parents wanted them to attend a
four-year college rose from 85% in 2002 to 93%
in 2007.  

• Seniors living with both parents are more likely to plan to
attend college in the fall then seniors who did not live
with both parents.  Among those public school seniors
living with both parents, 83% plan to attend college in
the fall.  67% plan to attend a four-year college, 8% plan

to attend a two-year college, and 8% plan to attend a
two-year college and transfer to a four-year college.
Among those public school seniors not living with both
parents, 62% plan to attend college in the fall.  42%
planned to attend a four-year college in the fall, 10%
planned to attend a two-year college, and 10%
planned to attend a two-year college then transfer to a
four-year college.

• The percentage of public school seniors who reported
that their mothers attended college (some college/
Associate’s degree, Bachelor’s degree, or advanced
degree) grew steadily through the six years of the
survey.  In 2002, 57% of public school seniors reported
their mothers attended college, and in 2007 74%
reported so.  There was no such significant increase
among fathers.  

DDoo  CCTTEE  ssttuuddeennttss  ppllaann  ttoo  aatttteenndd  ccoolllleeggee??

• 68% of Seniors attending Career and Technical
Education (CTE) Centers plan to attend college in the
fall, up from 59% in 2005. 38% plan to attend a four-year
college, 17% plan to attend a two-year college and 13%
plan to attend a two-year college and transfer to a four-
year college. 

Public School Seniors’ Education Aspirations for Fall 2007

The NHHEAF Network Organizations are comprised of four nonprofit corporations dedicated to helping New Hampshire students and 
families plan for and fund higher education. As a guarantor, lender and servicer of student loans, the Organizations are consistently 
recognized for providing outstanding service before, during and after the college experience. The NHHEAF Network Education Foundation
administers the charitable giving programs of the Organizations. Since their inception, the Organizations have made the higher education
dreams of more than 270,000 students a reality. To learn more visit www.nhheaf.org or contact us at 1-800-525-2577.

The 2007 Measuring Aspirations and
Participation report and past years’
reports can be found at
www.nhheaf.org/MAP/index.asp. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


